Stretton en le Field
River Restoration
River Restoration has taken place on a
1.45km stretch of the River Mease in
Stretton en le Field in September to
October 2020. This scheme is part of the
wider River Mease restoration Project to
help bring the River Mease SAC back to
favourable condition. River restoration
often looks worse before it looks better.
The bare ground has been seeded with a
floodplain meadow mix containing native
grasses and wildflowers. Keep an eye on
our twitter and website for updates when
they start to flower.

Creation of riffles in channel

Gravel introduction
Works have included: introduction
of gravels to give diversity to the
plain river bed to help provide riffles.
Riffles oxygenate the water and
provide important breeding habitat
for the bullhead and other fish
species. Gravels change base flow
dynamics, they dislodge fine
sediments and silts, moving them
through the river system reducing
the flood risk from silt build up.

Thanks to WM Longreach, Archer Ecology, Boreal Tree Care and
Benchmark Archaeology
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Re-profiling of banks to add diversity to
the flow which had been reduced due to
deepening and straightening of the
channel. This diversity of flow is
important to increase the range of
habitats and species that the river
supports, and to restore more natural
patterns of sediment transport for a
healthy river.
Re-profiled banks also reconnect the
river to its floodplain by a gentler
gradient allowing water to overtop rather
than a steep bank restricting it to the
channel. Connecting to the floodplain
allows sediment to be washed out of the
river helping improve water quality, and
provides valuable wetland habitat.
In suitable areas of non-farmed land we
have created and deepened wetland
scrapes to enhance wetland areas which
are valuable habitat for birds,
invertebrates and amphibians.

Check out the
website!
www.rivermease.co.uk
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Wetland scrapes
This scheme was paused for the winter
due to wet weather making the ground
too soft to continue. It will be completed
in summer 2021.

