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Issues of 
concern to 

farmers and 
statutory 

agencies along 
the River Mease



Environment Agency

There are three types of survey undertaken each year along the River 
Mease – for invertebrates, chemicals and fish. 

Sampling for invertebrates takes place at nine locations twice a year between March and May then again 
September to November. Chemical sampling takes place at 12 locations once per quarter. 

With both invertebrate and chemical sampling, where required, the farmer or landowner are contacted 
prior to samples being taken where previously requested.

Mease Working Group

A group has been set up to work on issues of concern to farmers 
and the statutory agencies along the Mease river. It includes 
representatives from the Environment Agency and Natural England 
together with the NFU, CLA and Trent Rivers Trust and two local 
farmers, Roger Bostock and James Startin. 

The working group recently met at Roger’s farm and looked at some 
practical issues and problems presented by the build up of silt in 
parts of the river and trees that had fallen into the watercourse. 
Natural England will visit the site with a view to agreeing a course of 
action with Roger about managing obstructions in the river. The working group wants to draw up simple 
information for farmers about what could be done to remove foreign objects, how silt, fallen trees and 
bankside vegetation could be managed and who they need to contact. We hope to report progress on 
this in the next newsletter. 

Information on the statutory status of the Mease

The River Mease is approximately 25km in length with its catchment extending for approximately 167km2 
across the predominantly agricultural lowland reaches of Leicestershire, Derbyshire, Warwickshire and 
Staffordshire.

The River Mease and Gilwiskaw Brook are special lowland rivers as they are relatively unspoilt. They 
support populations of Spined Loach and Bullhead which are notable species of native freshwater fish 
with a currently restricted distribution in England, as well as populations of white-clawed crayfish, otter 
and a range of river plants such as water crow-foot. 

The special interest of the River Mease is the reason behind the designations of the Gilwiskaw Brook 
downstream of Packington and the River Mease downstream of its confluence with the Gilwiskaw Brook 
(as shown on the map, page 5), as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the European Union (EU) 
Habitats Directive, and a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) under the Wildlife and Countryside Act.

The River Mease SAC is currently failing to meet favourable  
condition and good ecological status for the following reasons:

•  Point source pollution from sewage treatment works;
•  Diffuse pollution from agriculture and road run-off;
•  Increased fluxes of sedimentation from pollution;
•  Modifications to the river channel and lack of floodplain connectivity;
•  Invasion of non native species.

Monitoring within the River Mease catchment



Sampling for fish takes place at eight locations between May and 
June looking at age of fish and species present. At all locations 
farmers or landowners are contacted before surveys are carried out.

The sampling and surveys are used to determine the quality of the 
water within the catchment. They are used to check discharges 
such as sewage treatment works and determine the water quality 
in relation to the Water Framework Directive and the Special Area 
of Conservation. These locations have been used over the past 20 
years in conjunction with other sites around the Midlands to show 
any environmental or pollution impacts.  

All sampling results are publicly available and can be obtained 
by requesting the information via the following email address: 
midlandscustomerserv@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Natural England

Natural England hopes to be able to support the Trent Rivers Trust with the Himalayan Balsam removal 
project in 2014. Alan Graham of Trent Rivers Trust would again run this project and contact landowners; 
the project timetable would be from May to October 2014.

Grant opportunities

Catchment Sensitive Farming 

Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) is a successful training and advice project aimed at raising 
awareness and reducing run-off from agriculture in more than 75 priority river catchments including the 
River Mease. In 2014-15 CSF has secured £14m of RDPE funds, which will pay for further training and 
advice (£1.5m) and grants (£12.5m) for farmers. 

Capital Grant Scheme (2014-15) 

A number of farmers in the catchment applied for the 2014-15 CSF capital grant scheme but this year’s 
scheme is now closed. We anticipate that the scheme will run along similar lines in future years, offering 
grants of up to £10,000 per holding for capital items which will help reduce run-off. Farmers and 
landowners interested in finding out more about the scheme should contact Rob Gornall. 

CSF Training & Advice 

In addition to grants, CSF provides free training, advice and support to farmers through 1-2-1 on-
farm visits and group events. The aims are to improve farm efficiency and prevent or reduce run-off 
from agricultural land in the catchment. Group events and 1-2-1 on-farm visits on topics such as soil 
management and nutrient management are offered across the catchment and can be booked via Rob 
Gornall. 

Tree management/planting 

EA/NE are happy to talk with landowners who have established bank-side willow pollards that are in 
need of re-pollarding. An EA/NE financial contribution to pollarding these in conjunction with planting of 
new trees such as oak, lime or black poplar or a wider river enhancement project may also be available 
to landowners/farmers after consultation on what is proposed.

Contact details for EA, NE and others

Please see list of contacts and refer to map for any work requiring consents, conservation, fisheries 
issues or potential projects within the River Mease catchment.



Trent Rivers Trust hopes to undertake an invasive species removal project this summer along the River 
Mease for the fourth year running. Alan Graham and his team will be approaching landowners along the 
main river soon to ask for permission to access land to remove the invasive species Himalayan Balsam 
from the riverbank. This species has infested much of the bank and some of the floodplain in the past 
and causes havoc for native vegetation and wildlife as well as reducing bank stability.

Catchment Partnership on the River Mease

The Trent Rivers Trust is working with Severn Trent Water 
to develop a Catchment Partnership for the River Mease 
Catchment. Catchment Partnerships are all about encouraging organisations to manage land and water 
in an integrated way, identifying pressures and finding solutions. It’s part of a nationwide initiative on 
promoting a Catchment Based approach encouraging people and organisations to work together better 
in ways that benefit the water environment. On the Mease this work so far has concentrated on working 
with farmers and community groups. More details are on our website at  
www.trentriverstrust.org/site/Tame-Anker-Mease

Invasive species project

River Mease Map

Please see overleaf.

Any work within the River Mease SAC indicated by the red line on the map will require consent from 
Natural England. 

A Land Drainage Consent is also required for any built structures, dredging of changes to the bed or 
bank profile within eight metres of the bank-top, under or over the watercourse. For the main river and 
SAC please contact the Environment Agency. For ordinary watercourses please contact the relevant 
Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA).
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Natural England

Sadie Hobson 

Lead SSSI Adviser 

Tel: 0300 0600330 

Mb:07827 820537 

sadie.a.hobson@naturalengland.org.uk

To discuss SSSI/SAC consent and Agri 
Environment schemes.

Rob Gornall 

Catchment Sensitive  
Farming Officer 

Tel: 0300 060 4646 

Mb: 07767 291 295 

robert.gornall@naturalengland.org.uk

To discuss any catchment sensitive 
farming grants, training and advice.

Chris Farmer or Kathryn 
Edwards

Biodiversity Officer 

Tel: 01543 404862 / 933 
Mb: 07766 368683 

chris.farmer@environment- 
agency.gov.uk 
kathryn.edwards@environment-
agency.gov.uk

To discuss any conservation/fisheries 
issues or potential projects with the 
EA.

Sarah Mallett or Mark Swain

Partnership and Strategic Overview 
Officer 

Tel: 01543 405 029 / 005

sarah.mallett@environment-agency.
gov.uk

To discuss the Flood Defence 
Consent procedure and when the  
EA is the consenting body (main 
river – red and dark blue on the 
contacts map. 

Useful Contacts

Alan Graham 

Tel: 07923 878880

alan@trentriverstrust.org

To discuss invasive species issues and other 
project or enhancement ideas.

Trent Rivers Trust

Environment Agency



Staffordshire County Council

Lead Local Flood Authority 

Matt Bulzacchelli 

Flood Risk Manager 

Tel: 01543 510155 

matt.bulzacchelli@staffordshire.gov.uk

Consent to work on ordinary watercourses in Staffordshire, 
please refer to pale blue line on map.

Warwickshire County Council

Derbyshire County Council

Lead Local Flood Authority 

Michael Green 

Flood Risk Manager 

Tel: 01926 412781 

michaelgreen@warwickshire.gov.uk

Consent to work on ordinary watercourses in Warwickshire, 
please refer to pale blue line on map.

Lead Local Flood Authority 

Steve Mead 

Flood Risk Manager 

Tel: 01629 538 577 

steve.mead@derbyshire.gov.uk

Consent to work on ordinary watercourses in Derbyshire, 
please refer to pale blue line on map.

Leicestershire County Council

Lead Local Flood Authority 

Jonathan McGuinness 

Senior Flood Risk Engineer 

Tel: 0116 305 5549 

flooding@leics.gov.uk

Consent to work on ordinary watercourses in Leicestershire, 
please refer to pale blue line on map.



This leaflet has been prepared for landowners and farmers in the Mease catchment.  
It is intended to be an information resource providing news and details in one place for all  

the relevant organisations and authorities you may need to contact. It also includes information  
on the different grant opportunities available. We hope that you will find it useful. 

Please send any comments or suggestions to 

Paul Tame, Regional Environment Adviser,  
NFU East Midlands Region,  

Tel: 01572 824255  Email: paul.tame@nfu.org.uk


