
Foreign bodies Trees Vegetation Soil removal 

Within 
SAC

1.  For example: Supermarket 
trolleys, empty canisters, 
old prams

•  Non biological materials can 
be removed without consent 
but only where no machinery 
is used. Where machinery 
is needed to remove non- 
biological material, consent 
from Natural England is 
required. If a working method 
can be agreed with NE, 
consent can be granted for a 
number of years.  

1.  Trees that are growing in or have fallen into the river

•  Natural England consent  is required for removal. Each case 
will be looked at on an individual basis. Woody material is an 
ideal habitat for Bullhead fi sh, one of the key species of the 
SSSI/SAC. We will consider if wood can be removed, pinned 
to the bank at an angle, or agree managing the wood at its 
current extent. If it impacts on infrastructure such as bridges 
it could be repositioned. Work would need to take place 
during Autumn/Winter and consent would last for 1 year.

2.  Trees that are overhanging the river

•  NE consent  is required for removal. Not all woody material 
can be removed as this would have an impact on the habitat 
needed for Bullhead fi sh.  Work would need to take place in 
Autumn/Winter months and consent would last for 1 year.

3.  Tree planting, coppicing and pollarding

•  Natural England consent  is required, but tree planting of 
native trees, coppicing and pollarding would be easy to agree 
and consent would last for 3 to 5 years.

•  EA  can fund tree planting, coppicing and pollarding where it 
is twinned with river restoration work.

1. Bank side vegetation management

Cutting 
•  Natural England consent  is required. This would be relatively simple to agree 

and consent would last for 3 to 5 years.

Spraying
 •  If you wish to spot spray within one metre of a watercourse for invasive 

species, you must consult with the EA to see if consent is required. Further 
advice can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-to-use-
herbicides-in-or-near-water

2. In channel water plants

•  Natural England consent  is required, but  is unlikely to be given as water 
plants are key species for the SSSI. NE is happy to discuss options where 
there are in-channel non-native species. 

De-silting

•  Natural England consent  is 
required. NE will look at each 
case on its merits, depending on 
the amount of silt and the type of 
machinery used.

Foreign bodies Trees Vegetation Soil removal 

Outside 
SAC

1.  For example: 
Supermarket trolleys, 
empty canisters, old 
prams

•  These can be removed 
without consent from either 
NE or EA. 

1. Trees that have fallen into the river

2. Trees that are overhanging the river

3. Trees that are growing in the river

4. Tree planting and pollarding

•  Operations outside of the SSSI/SAC boundary do not require 
consent from Natural England. However the operation must 
be undertaken so that it does not cause damage to the SSSI/
SAC interest features.

1. Bankside vegetation management

2. In channel vegetation management

•  Operations outside of the SSSI/SAC boundary do not require consent from 
Natural England. If you wish to spot spray within one metre of a watercourse 
for invasive species, you must consult with the EA to see if consent is 
required. Further advice can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-to-use-
herbicides-in-or-near-water

 De-silting

•  EA land drainage consent is 
required for the main river and 
County Council consent will be 
required on the tributaries (see 
map). The working method needs 
to ensure that the operation 
undertaken will not cause damage 
to the SSSI/SAC interest features. 
Any works should be undertaken 
in accordance with EA Pollution 
Prevention Guidance Works and 
maintenance in or near the water: 
PPG5. Information on sustainable 
de-silting is available from the EA, 
NFU or NE.

 Guidance for landowners inside and outside the River Mease Site of Special Scienti� c Interest (SSSI)/Special Area of Conservation (SAC)


