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Legal requirements

Before you begin there are several legal 
requirements that you are under obligation to fulfil 
when de-silting. These will ensure your land and 
the environment are protected.

You need to ensure your work will not harm legally 
protected species or places of refuge or breeding, 
or legally protected sites such as the River Mease 
SAC. You should refer to Natural England’s 
protected species guidance if you are not sure 
whether a protected species may be affected by 
your planned works1.

You should ensure your works do not cause 
invasive non-native species to spread into the wild. 
Check if your watercourse has any invasive non-

native species present. If there are you need to 
plan how you will manage them. Follow practices 
recommended by the  ‘check clean dry’ guidance2. 

You must not damage the river bed or banks, so do 
not drive a machine in the channel.

You are required to stop works if you are removing 
lots of fish or mussels from the channel and seek 
advice from the consenting body (EA or LLFA)

River gravel is not silt and should not be removed; 
this activity should be discussed with the relevant 
body below.

De-silting involves removing accumulations of silt in order to restore the channel capacity. It is different 
to dredging as it does not involve widening or deepening the bed of the channel.

If you want to de-silt up to 1.5km of man-made ditches, land drains, agricultural drains and previously 
straightened watercourses that are classified as main rivers and you are within 5km upstream of the river 
Mease SAC you will need a bespoke permit from the Environment Agency.  You can read more about the 
requirements at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits or you can 
telephone 03708 506 506.  

Outside of this you may be able to carry out de-silting works under an exemption (FRA 21 to 25) as 
long as the works meet a set of standard conditions and that you register the exemption with the 
Environment Agency. You must read the guidance which can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-regulations-exempt-flood-
risk-activities.  

And about dredging/de-silting here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dredging-as-a-flood-risk-activity-under-the-
environmental-permitting-regulations

Please bear in mind that exemption details may change and should be checked on the .Gov website 
above before any work is commenced.

A map showing main rivers and consenting contacts is shown overleaf.

An ordinary watercourse is defined as not being a ‘main river’ and can include streams, ditches and 
drains, as shown on the map overleaf. You should contact the county Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) 
for guidance before commencing the work, as you may need to obtain consent from them 

For further information and advice contact:
1.  www.gov.uk/planning-development/protected-sites-species
2.  http://www.nonnativespecies.org/checkcleandry/

 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/291508/
scho0612buwh-e-e.pdf
http://www.leafuk.org/resources/000/557/755/LEAF_EA_SuDS_report_final2.pdf

De-silting

Dredging

What is De-Silting? Main River (EA) - the Environmental Permitting Regulations:

All other watercourses (LLFA)



KEY

County boundaries

SSSI/SAC

Main river

Ordinary watercourses

Environment Agency 
To discuss any conservation/fisheries issues 
or potential projects with the EA, contact: 
Chris Farmer 
Biodiversity Officer 
Tel: 01543 404862 
Mob: 07766 368683 
chris.farmer@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Environment Agency 
To discuss the Flood Defence Consent 
procedure and when they are required 
contact:
SWWMfloodconsent@environment-agency. 
gov.uk 

Sarah Mallett 
Partnership and Strategic Overview Officer 
Tel:  01543 405 029 
sarah.mallett@environment-agency.gov.uk 
Mark Swain 
Partnership and Strategic Overview Team 
Leader Tel: 01543 405 005

Staffordshire County Council 
Lead Local Flood Authority 
Matt Bulzacchelli 
Flood Risk Manager 
Tel: 01543 510155 
matt.bulzacchelli@staffordshire.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Council 
Lead Local Flood Authority 
Michael Green 
Flood Risk Manager
Tel: 01926 412781 
michaelgreen@warwickshire.gov.uk

Derbyshire County Council 
Lead Local Flood Authority 
Steve Mead 
Flood Risk Manager 
Tel: 01629 538 577 
steve.mead@derbyshire.gov.uk

Natural England 
East Midlands Local Delivery and Co-ordination 
Centre
Tel: 03000 600 584
EastMidlandsLDCC@naturalengland.org.uk

Natural England 
Mark Taylor
Catchment Sensitive Farming Officer
(River Mease) 
Tel: 020 8225 6146 
Mob: 07900 657078 
Mark.Taylor2@naturalengland.org.uk

Leicestershire County Council 
Lead Local Flood Authority 
Jonathan McGuinness 
Senior Flood Risk Engineer 
Tel: 0116 305 5549 
flooding@leics.gov.uk

River Mease Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Gilwiskaw Brook 

Contacts

To view the map in more detail, please visit:
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyContr
oller?x=531500.0&y=181500.0&topic=floodmap&ep=map&
scale=3&location=London,%20City%20of%20London&lang
=_e&layerGroups=default&textonly=off 

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/magicmap.aspx



De-Silting Guide Q & A 

Can I de-silt if my watercourse is 
within the SAC boundary?
The SAC is the Gilwiskaw Brook 
from Packington to the confluence 
of the Mease at Measham and the 
Mease at Measham to the Trent at 
Croxall; Contact   Natural England 
to discuss your options for silt 
management within the boundary 
of the SAC.

De-silting outside of the SAC - 
How can I stop my works from 
impacting the rest of the watercourse?
Several simple measures will prevent any works 
you carry out from impacting the rest of the river. 
Work from downstream to upstream section 
and from one bank of the watercourse only and 
complete any works in periods of low flow. Use an 
appropriately-sized machine for the channel with 
a ditching bucket which is suitable for silt removal. 
To trap any suspended sediment stirred up by 
the works place two lines of straw bales into the 
watercourse downstream between the banks.

Trapped silt and straw bales should be removed 
after a few days and put on the bank for a day to 
allow invertebrates to make their way back to the 
watercourse.  Straw bales/silt barriers should be 
removed if high rainfall is forecast.

When is the best time to carry out de-silting works?
De-silting work should be carried out in cool 
weather and in periods of low flow. Hot weather 
reduces oxygen levels in the water causing species 
to die. Periods of high flow will cause silt to go 
back into suspension. It is better not to de-silt all 
water bodies on your land in one year, rotational 
de-silting will ensure that all your watercourses 
are managed effectively. Avoid de-silting in the 
breeding season of any protected species in your 
watercourse (i.e. coarse fish spawn between March 
and June).

What can I do with bankside vegetation?
You should not remove any bank side vegetation 
during the de-silting operation, as watercourses 
with exposed banks are more prone to erosion.

Cutting down high vegetation to aid sight lines 
during works is acceptable.

What can I do to minimise harm to 
wildlife in the watercourse?
You can minimise harm to wildlife 
by; ensuring that some in-stream 
vegetation is left behind as habitat 
and food for wildlife; also leave a 
fringe of undisturbed vegetation 
at the edge of the water and at the 
foot of the bank along at least one 
side of the watercourse.

Check the removed silt at regular 
intervals so that any animals can 
be returned to the watercourse 

immediately. Leaving the removed silt next to the 
watercourse for a day or so before it is spread to 
allow smaller animals to return to the watercourse. 

What should I do with silt I remove from the river?
You should plan where to spread the silt before 
you start work. The silt should be spread thinly, 
away from the bank and the immediate bank top 
area and not on the slope of the bank. In all cases, 
you need to comply with waste and water quality 
requirements to ensure there is no harm to the 
environment. See https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
waste-exemptions-disposing-of-waste regarding 
waste, and https://www.gov.uk/guidance/water-
discharge-exemptions regarding water discharge 
activities.

Do not spread silt in areas of valuable habitat for 
other species.

Other considerations?
You must check the work complies with BPS 
or agri-environment scheme requirements. 
Remember to keep a record of the work you have 
done and the environmental checks you have 
made.

Are there alternatives to mechanical de-silting?
Silt pumping removes the silt from the river 
using suction pumps and may be a more suitable 
method to use in some circumstances.

By applying these methods you will ensure the 
River Mease is protected.

Picture: recovering 
section of the Mease SAC

Some sediment travelling down a watercourse is the product of natural processes and will always occur. 
Preventing excess silt getting into watercourses can reduce or remove the need to de-silt.  This can be 
achieved by good land management to prevent soil erosion.  For example by leaving a buffer strip of 
long grass and taller plants between the edge of any crop and the watercourse and do not let livestock 
trample banks and get in to the channel.  More information on soil management can be found here 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/soil-management-standards-for-farmers   

Silt traps can be an effective way of lowering the 
frequency of de-silting works
Silt traps are best used to intercept and capture sediment 
from diffuse/surface flow sources before they reach the 
watercourse.  They can be installed in dry ditches, field 
corners and margins and can slow high flow water from 
tracks and arable land. They reduce the need for regular 
de-silting operations over long stretches of channel. The 
soil captured can usually be reused on the land from which 
it has been lost. 

Alternatively put the silt traps where there is natural silt 
accumulation.  Sites need to be accessible by machinery. 
Silt traps must be cleaned out regularly to ensure they 
continue to retain and capture silt and mobilised soil.

Measures to Prevent Siltation




